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Authorship and type specimens of Uria mandtii (Alcidae)
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Black Guillemots of the northern Arctic seas are usually separated subspecifically as

Cepphus grylle mandtii (e.g. Vaurie 1965, Cramp 1985, Nettleship 1996, Dickinson 2003).

Citation of the author and date of the original description of this form are confused in the

literature. The species-group name was attributed to Lichtenstein (1823) by most early

authors (e.g. Keyserling & Blasius 1840: xcii, Schlegel 1844: cviii, Schlegel 1867: 18, Coues

1868: 72, Rey 1872: 157, Giebel 1877: 741). Coues et al (1886: 82, 1895: 10) and Coues (1896;

see also Ogilvie-Grant 1898: 584, and Sherborn 1928: 3849) suggested that the name should

be attributed to Lichtenstein (in Mandt 1822). For unknown reasons, their correct view has

been abandoned, and 20th-century authors (e.g. Allen et al. 1910: 30, Ridgway 1919: 739,

Hartert 1921: 1776, Austin 1934, Peters 1934: 354, Dement'ev 1951: 203, Kozlova 1957: 73,

Vaurie 1965: 514, Glutz von Blotzheim & Bauer 1982: 1091, Cramp 1985, Nettleship 1996:

711, Dickinson 2003: 154, Stepanyan 2003: 269) generally attributed the name to Mandt

(1822) himself.

The name mandtii, as published in the binomen Uria mandtii, first appeared in the printed

version of a dissertation defended at Berlin University in 1822 by Martin Wilhelm Mandt
(1800-58; latinised as Martinus Guilelmus Mandt), then a student of medicine in Berlin and

subsequently physician at the court of Emperor Nicholas I (1796-1855) in St. Petersburg,

Russia (see Mandt 1917, Erichsen 1936). Copies of this book survive at least in the following

libraries: Deutsche Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, Germany (two copies); Cambridge University

Library, Cambridge, MA, USA; Kobenhavn Universitets Bibliotek, Copenhagen, Denmark;

Natural History Museum, London, UK; and Smithsonian Institution Libraries, Washington,

DC, USA. The book thus meets the criteria for publication under Art. 8.1 of the International

code of zoological nomenclature (ICZN 1999). The section in question reads as follows (/

/

= new paragraph): 'Avium quae quum nihil non cognitum exhibere videantur, hie

tantum de ea quaedam subiiciam, quam ill Lichtenstein tanquam novam speciem, nomine

designavit / / Uriae Mandtii. / / Humantissime mecum sequentes notas communicavit

characteristicas quibus insignitur: . .
.' (Mandt 1822: 30). The colon is followed by a diagnosis

of the species. Mandt mentions explicitly in the text reprinted above, that 'Lichtenstein',

i.e. Martin Hinrich Carl Lichtenstein (1780-1857), professor of zoology and Mandt's tutor

at the Berlin University and also head of the Zoological Museum in Berlin, supplied him

with both the name and the diagnosis of the new species. Following the International code of

zoological nomenclature (ICZN 1999, Art. 50.1), Lichtenstein is thus the author of this nominal

taxon, although the name was published in another author's work. Correct citation of the

name is thus Uria mandtii M. H. C. Lichtenstein in Mandt, 1822, and its current taxonomic

position: Cepphus grylle mandtii (M. H. C. Lichtenstein in Mandt, 1822).

Lichtenstein (1823: 88) apparently did not consider Mandt's (1822) dissertation a

publication and described the species anew, with the same name and a diagnosis very

similar to that printed in Mandt (1822), but without reference to that work. Being based

on the same type series as Uria mandtii Lichtenstein in Mandt (see below for relevant

specimens), Uria mandtii Lichtenstein, 1823, is both a junior objective synonym and a junior

homonym of Uria mandtii Lichtenstein in Mandt, 1822.

Both Uria Mandtii Lichteinstein /'// Mandt, 1822, and Uria Mandtii Lichtenstein, 1823,

were based on three specimens collected by Mandt in 1821 at Spitsbergen (exact locality
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unknown) and brought to Berlin (see Mandt 1822, Lichtenstein 1823: 88). Lichtenstein

(1854: 105) listed three specimens of Uria Mandtii from 'Spitzbergen' in the Museum fiir

Naturkunde (ZMB), Berlin, Germany. Only two of these were registered in the Sammlungs-

Katalog of the ZMBunder inventory nos. ZMB14416-417. 1 found only one of these syntypes

(ZMB 14416) in the ZMB in 2007, the other being probably lost. The third syntype was

forwarded by Lichtenstein to the Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie (now: Naturalis;

RMNH), Leiden, Netherlands, between 1854 and 1867, when this specimen was already

mentioned by Schlegel (1867: 19; cf. Coues 1868: 72). It was not listed in the relevant

catalogue of avian types at the RMNH(Hoek Ostende et al. 1997), because the specimen

was not recognised as a type at the time, but is still present there (catalogued as RMNH.
AVES.91009; S. van der Mije in lift. 2009).

Acknowledgements
I am obliged to Sylke Frahnert (ZMB, Berlin) for permission to work in collections under her care in

November 2007, to Hein J. van Grouw, Steven van der Mije and Christiane Quaisser (RMNH, Leiden) for

information on material at RMNH, and to Edward Dickinson, Guy Kirwan, Richard Schodde and Frank

Steinheimer for comments on the manuscript. This paper was supported in part by grants from the Ministry

of Culture of the Czech Republic (MK 06P04OMG008and MK00002327201).

References:

Allen, J. A., Richmond, C. W., Brewster, W., Dwight, J., Merriam, C. H., Ridgway, R. & Stone, W. 1910. Check-

list of North American birds. Third revised edn. American Ornithologists' Union, NewYork.

Austin, O. L. 1934. The races of Cepphus grylle (Linn.). Bull. Northeastern Birdbanding Assoc. 1934: 1-6.

Coues, E. 1868. A monograph of the Alcidae. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phil. 20: 2-81.

Coues, E. 1896. Mandt's inaugural dissertation. Auk 13: 266.

Coues, E., Allen, J. A., Ridgway, R., Brewster, W. & Henshaw, H. W. 1886. The code of nomenclature and check-

list of North American birds adopted by the American Ornithologists' Union. American Ornithologists' Union,

NewYork.

Coues, E., Allen, J. A., Brewster, W., Merriam, C. H. & Ridgway, R. 1895. Check-list of North American birds.

Second revised edn. American Ornithologists' Union, NewYork.

Cramp, S. (ed.) 1985. The birds of the Western Palearctic, vol. 4. Oxford Univ. Press.

Dement'ev, G. P. 1951. [Order auks Alcae or Alciformes]. Pp. 169-240 in Dement'ev, G. P. & Gladkov, N. A.

[Birds of the Soviet Union], vol. 2. Nauka, Moscow. [In Russian.]

Dickinson, E. C. (ed.) 2003. The Howard and Moore complete checklist of the birds of the world. Third edn.

Christopher Helm, London.

Erichsen, F. C. 1936. Martin Wilhelm Mandt. Abh. Geschichte Medizin Naturwiss. 10: 1-183.

Giebel, C. G. 1877. Thesaurus ornithologiae, vol. 3. F. A. Brockhaus, Leipzig.

Glutz von Blotzheim, U. & Bauer, K. M. 1982. Handbuch der Vogel Mitteleuropas, Bd. 8(2). Akademische

Verlagsgesellschaft, Wiesbaden.

Hartert, E. 1921. Die Vogel der paldarktischen Fauna, Bd. 3(15). R. Friedlander & Sohn, Berlin,

van den Hoek Ostende, L. W., Dekker, R. W., R. J. & Keijl, G. 0. 1997. Type-specimens of birds in the National

Museumof Natural History, Leiden. Part 1. Non-Passerines. NNMTech. Bull. 1: 1-248.

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN). 1999. International code of zoological

nomenclature. Fourth edn. The International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, c/o The Natural

History Museum, London.

Keyserling, A. & Blasius, J. H. 1840. Die Wirbelthiere Europa's. Friedrich Vieweg und Sohn, Braunschweig.

Kozlova, E. V. 1957. [Fauna of the USSR. Vol. 2. Waders. Part 3. Auks]. Nauka, Moscow. [In Russian.]

Lichtenstein, H. 1823. Verzeichniss der Doubletten des zoologischen Museums der Konigl. Universitat zu Berlin nebst

Beschreibung vieler bisher unbekannter Arten von Saugethieren, Vogeln, Amphibien und Fischen. T. Trautwein,

Berlin.

Lichtenstein, H. 1854. Namenverzeichniss der in der zoologischen Sammlung der Koniglichen Universitat zu Berlin

aufgestellten Arten von Vogeln nach den in der neueren Systematik am meisten zur Geltung gekommenen Namen
der Gattungen und ihrer Unterabtheilungen. Konigliche Akademie der Wissenschaften, Berlin. [Often cited

with the Latin title Nomenclator avium musei zoologici berolinensis.]

Mandt, M. W. [M. G.] 1822. Observationes in historiam naturalem et anatomiam comparatam in itinere Groenlandico

factae. Bruescheck, Berlin.

Mandt, M. W. 1917. Fin deutscher Arzt an Hofe Kaiser Nikolaus' I. von Rufiland: Febenserinnerungen. Duncker &
Humblot, Miinchen.

Nettleship, D. N. 1996. Family Alcidae (auks). Pp. 678-722 in del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A. & Sargatal, J. (eds.)

Handbook of the birds of the world, vol. 3. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona.



jiff MHkovsky 152 Bull. B.O.C. 2010 130(2)

Ogilvie-Grant, W. R. 1898. Order XIX. Alcae. Pp. 559-622 in Sharpe, R. B. & Ogilvie-Grant, W. R. Catalogue of

the birds in the British Museum, vol. 26. Trustees of the Brit. Mus., London.

Peters, J. L. 1934. Check-list of birds of the world, vol. 2. Harvard Univ. Press, Cambridge, MA.
Rey, E. 1872. Synonymik der Europaischen Brutvogel und G'dste. G. Schwetschke'scher Verlag, Halle.

Ridgway, R. 1919. The birds of North and Middle America. Part 8. Bull. US Natl. Mus. 50(8): 1-852.

Schlegel, H. 1844. Kritische Ubersicht der europaischen Vogel. A. Arnz u. Comp., Leiden.

Schlegel, H. 1867. Museum d'Histoire Naturelle des Pays-Bas. Revue methodique et critique des collections deposees

dans cet etablissement. Vol. 6. Monographic 33: Urinatores. E. J. Brill, Leiden.

Sherborn, C. D. 1928. Index animalium, vol. 2 (Pt. 15). Brit. Mus. (Nat. Hist.), London.

Stepanyan, L. S. 2003. \Conspectus of the ornithological fauna of Russia and adjacent territories (within the borders

of the USSRas a historical region)]. Akademkniga, Moscow. [In Russian.]

Vaurie, C. 1965. The birds of the Palearctic fauna. Non-Passseriformes. H. F. & G. Witherbv, London.

Address: Department of Zoology, National Museum, Vaclavske namesti 68, CZ-115 79 Praha 1, Czech
Republic; e-mail: jiri_mlikovsky@nm.cz

© British Ornithologists' Club 2010


